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A rare Leucistic Sandhill Crane in the foreground, near The Crane Trust, Kris Chavez 2021

Nebraska Environmental Trust
Awards Grant to Nebraska Master
Naturalist Program to Establish
Jr. Naturalist Program!
Matt Jones, State Program Coordinator
Thank you for taking the time to explore the"The Naturalist" we have
many wonderful features to share in this issue. First off we would to
share the good news that The Nebraska Master Naturalist Program
has secured a two year grant from the Nebraska Environmental Trust
for our proposal "Engaging Nebraska's Youth as Naturalists". This
grant in addition with matching funds from The Master Naturalist
Foundation, Hubbard Foundation and Papio Missouri River NRD
allows us to move forward with the development of the Jr Master
Naturalist program! Read more about the Jr Program on page 2.
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2021 Volunteering Snapshot
So far in 2021 Nebraska Master Naturalists volunteered a
total of 540 hours. Connected with 4,018 people and
impacted 1,602 acres through natural resource
management projects. The total volunteering effort
provided the state in $14,688 in salary savings by using
volunteers.
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Meet Dayna Berry
JR. Master Naturalist Program Coordinator
As a young child I developed a deep appreciation for the
natural beauty of our earth's ecosystems and as I continue
my career I hope to teach our youth how to manage and care
for our natural resources. Currently, I am pursuing my B.S. in
Biology from the University of Nebraska at Omaha. I had the
opportunity very early on in my college career to complete
an internship at Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge in Virginia
Beach, VA where I was able to get my first taste of
environmental education.
Since then, I have been involved with a wide variety of
conservation organizations, including Nebraska Game and
Parks, the UNO Audubon Student Conservation Chapter, the
Student Conservation Association, US Fish and Wildlife
Service, and more.
As the Nebraska Master Naturalist Junior Program
Coordinator, I am excited to create a program that can be
used as a guide for connecting students to their local
ecosystems all over the state. I can't wait to contribute to
the growth of Nebraska Master Naturalist and the
conservation of Nebraska's natural resources.
dberry4@unl.edu

Haunting the Woods
Merri Johnson
April 2021
Nemophilist: from the Greek
“nemos” (grove) and “philos”
(affection); referring to one
who has a fondness for forests,
woods, or woodland scenery,
or one who often visits them –
a “haunter” of woods.

In mid-December, my husband and I were hiking the Sunset Ridge Trail in Waubonsie State Park. The day
was mild, more like early November than almost Winter Solstice. But the temperature couldn’t hide the
realty that autumn was drawing to a close. The trees were all bare limbs, their once-verdant canopies
lying in crinkled, faded piles on the ground. The territorial and mating calls of summer’s songbirds were
absent. Even the squirrels were still.
Though the woods were subdued in palette and in activity, a memory of summer’s vigor lingered in a blue
puddle of juniper berries on the ground. The waning energy of the low southwest sun still burned in the
magenta fruit that clung to the coral berry bushes on the ridgetop. A few, scattered purplish sumac leaves
garnished the otherwise monotone salad of plant detritus on the forest floor. Arching, lavender canes of
wild raspberry patches evoked images of earlier visitors to these woods, gathering the fruit that was
shared by all and owned by none.
The allure of woodlands at this time of year is difficult to put into words. But there is a word I recently
came across that captures my sentiments about being in the woods: nemophilist. I have not heard the
term mentioned in my circle of naturalist friends, probably for good reason. Apparently it hasn’t been in
common use for over 100 years. In an era of rapidly changing word meanings and new terminology, this
archaic word goes a long way toward expressing why I go to the woods.
Do I go there to make a study of flora and fauna? To some degree, that’s true. I do not want to be ignorant
of my environment. Am I there to catch a glimpse of the birds and other creatures that inhabit the woods?
Again, yes. I confess to maintaining a birding list. Am I there to get my exercise and fresh air in a beautiful
setting? Certainly. I could go on asking and answering questions like these that relate more or less to
utilitarian benefits or intellectual curiosity.
But the reason I haunt the woods cannot be reduced to logic. Chalk it up to a feeling of kinship; call it a
primitive response to a spiritual longing; assign it to nostalgia for the woodland playgrounds of my
childhood.
Whatever the attraction is that pulls me into the woods, it is not first and foremost a matter of
conventional scenic beauty. In any season, the woods appeal to me on a level deeper than enjoyment of
spectacular natural wonders.
Near the end of our December hike, a few orange berries on the path drew my eyes upward to their
source. The largest bittersweet vine I have ever seen was suspended twenty-five feet above me among
the branches of several large trees. In summer, the trees’ heavy foliage had kept the secret of the vine,
revealing it for the delight of the few who still haunt the woods after the leaves have fallen and others
have put away their walking sticks until the spring.

SANDHILLS
POEMS
By
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Niobrara Valley Preserve, Karen Klien

Luminous Stars
Clouds of luminous stars touch the
horizon.
A dense garden of monochrome
pulsating lights.
So close and bright.
The common constellations
little dipper, big dipper, north star,
orion’s belt seen in city skies are lost
in the complex patterns of the white
stars arching overhead.

Spring Surprise
Only a field of dandelions
you think
and ignore the bright flowers
Till the yellow orbs unfold wings
to flap swiftly away
like the snitch of Harry’s fame,
The goldfinches speckle
the bare tree branches with color

The milky way so bright and close,
trillions of miles away.
Before yard lights, street lights, store
lights, neon lights.
Night was filled with its own brilliant
lights not so long ago.

Sandhill Cranes near Rowe Sanctuary, Dudley Friskopp

Summer 2013 Master Naturalist Training at Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center

July 2013 Spring Creek Audubon Center

Nebraska Master Naturalist Program History
2008-2013 A timeline of the history of the Master Naturalist Program
was organized and written by fellow Naturalist Tim Olin
2008
Dennis Ferraro developed a
complete and comprehensive outline
for NMN program. The curriculum is
multifaceted to include all possible
aspects of natural resource and
environmental disciplines and
issues. He also received input from
team members on contacted experts
to commit to assist in the training
process. Areas involved in the
training were to cover geology, flora
& fauna, ag and economics,
interpretation, eco-tourism, citizen
science and entrepreneurship.
The Mission: The Nebraska Master
Naturalist Program educates a
volunteer network dedicated to
promoting the conservation of
Nebraska’s natural resources.

Much work continued in developing specifics in the
curriculum and training of volunteers. The key to the
successful implementation of a Master Naturalist
Program is the hiring of a qualified full-time coordinator
with experience and success in the field of volunteer
management. The Program Supervisor will be the UNL
Extension Wildlife Specialist and will work closely with
the Advisory Board to provide guidance, oversight, and
review of statewide activities. Fees paid by volunteers,
contributions by partners and fundraising will be used to
raise the estimated $100,000 needed annually to
maintain the program.
The Nebraska Natural Legacy Project’s identified
actions needed to conserve the state’s at-risk species
including federally threatened and endangered species
will be a focus of enlisted volunteers of the NMN
Program.

2009
Another meeting was held on April 20, 2009 on the UNL
East Campus. There were still many items that were
works in progress. They included: Financial
Sustainability, Program/Curriculum, Marketing,
Architecture/Structure, Code of Ethics, website, training,
and a NMN Foundation.

Summer 2011 Training Class

The Nebraska Master Naturalist Program began
in 2009 with funding from the Nebraska
Environmental Trust ($170,000) and the
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
($75,000) and is based in the School of Natural
Resources at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln
2010

The first class graduated in August of 2010.
Maryann Gamble was in that first class of
graduates. “I specialize in Outdoor, Outreach
and Interpretation programs. I volunteer
anywhere across the state, but my main focus is
on the eastern half of the state. I am a Master
Naturalist Mentor because I want to be there as
a support and motivator for all naturalists. The
program is so important in connecting back to
our state’s resources.” The first hired
Coordinator was Annabel Majors in 2010 and
served until January 2014.
2011
2011-In order for a Certified Nebraska Master
Naturalist to achieve the Outreach
specialization of the NMN Program, volunteers
must complete a variety of tasks.

A participant must complete 4 of the selected
trainings, workshops, or activities listed in the
checklist. If a training is not listed but is relevant,
trainings can be approved upon request.
Documentation on the progress through the
Outreach specialization will be tracked via the
Master Naturalist online system. A volunteer must
complete a minimum of 20 hours specifically in
Outreach and in addition must have 20 hours of
volunteering.
2013
On June 4th-the Program Committee Reviewed &
Defined the Committee’s function. Work on the
Curriculum continued with several modules.
These included: Ecological Principles & Concepts;
Geology and Natural History of Nebraska; Local
Ecosystem Types/Regions; Botany and Plant
Communities; Entomology-Insects & Arthrodods;
Ichthyology-Fish; Herpetology-amphibians,
Turtles & Reptiles; Ornithology-Birds;
Mammalogy-Mammals; On-Site Hands-on
training; Safety and logistics of guiding a tour in
local areas; Communicating with the public;
Mapping trips in a local area; The business “cents’
of nature; Invasive Species; and Assisting
Scientists.

Training Classes 2011-2013

Spring 2011

Spring 2013

Spring 2012

June 2013

June 2012

September 2013

CONTACT US
Matt Jones, State Program Coordinator
mjones30@unl.edu
402-937-8601
www.nemasternaturalist.org

September 2013 Niobrara Valley Preserve

Please consider supporting the future of the Nebraska Master
Naturalist Program by donating today. Your commitment will go a long way to protect
conservation and education in Nebraska!
Leaving a gift in your will or trust, or another form of planned gift can make positive
impact in our fulfilling our mission.
Find out more at www.nemasternaturalist.org
The Nebraska Master Naturalist Foundation a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Our
federal tax ID number is 81-1014784

